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As we celebrate the Feast of the Nativi-

ty and Epiphany (Theophany) of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, our souls rejoice 

with the good news of His Holy Birth. 

We are filled with 

songs of praise as we 

welcome the Child 

born in Bethlehemñ

the Son of God and 

the promised Sav-

iorñwho has come 

to bring salvation to 

our world. 

In Armenian, we call 

this sacred feast 

Astvatsahaydnutyun, the Revelation of 

God, a single word that beautifully cap-

tures the full meaning of this holy sea-

son: God revealed Himself to us in the 

person of Jesus Christ. 

òFor God so loved the world that He 

gave His only begotten Son, that who-

ever believes in Him should not perish 

but have everlasting life.ó (John 3:16) 

With His birth, Christ brought love, 

comfort, and peace into our world for 

all humanity. He revealed to us the 

message of divine love and reconcilia-

tionña message that 

we, as Christians and 

followers of Christ, 

are called not only to 

hear, but to live and 

to testify through our 

own lives. 

What comes to mind 

when we hear the 

word Christmas? The 

answer often depends 

on our age and stage in life. Children 

think of presents and candy. Older 

adults think of family gatherings and 

cherished memories. Mothers may 

think of cooking, fathers of lights and 

decorations. Business owners think of 

sales and profit, college students of ex-

ams and vacation. Others hear music, 

cards, parties, travel, or nonstop Christ-

mas carols on the radio. 
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We all hear something different when we hear the word 

Christmas. 

But the real question is not what we hearñit is what we should 

be hearing. 

In the Christmas story itself, we see three very different re-

sponses to the same news. Joseph listened to the angel, 

obeyed Godõs command, fulfilled the prophecy, and trusted 

in silence. The shepherds rejoiced and rushed to share the 

good news of Christõs birth. King Herod, filled with fear and 

insecurity, responded with violence. They all heard the same 

messageñthe birth of the Saviorñbut each heard some-

thing different and responded accordingly. 

In many ways, we are no different. We all hear that it is 

Christmas, but we do not always hear the same message 

within it. 

There is a story of a Native American walking with a friend 

through Times Square in New York City. Surrounded by 

honking cars, sirens, and the constant roar of the city, the 

Native American suddenly stopped and said, òI hear a crick-

et.ó 

His friend laughed and said, òThatõs impossible. How could 

you hear a cricket in all this noise?ó òIõm sure of it,ó he re-

plied. 

He listened carefully, crossed the street, approached a large 

cement planter, and beneath the branches found a tiny crick-

et. His friend was astonished and said, òYou must have ex-

traordinary hearing.ó 

The Native American smiled and replied, òNo. My hearing is 

no different than yours. It all depends on what you are lis-

tening for.ó 

To prove his point, he took a few coins from his pocket and 

dropped them onto the pavement. Immediately, several peo-

ple turned to look. òYou see,ó he said, òeverything depends 

on what is important to you.ó 

We usually hear what matters most to us. 

If, when we hear the word Christmas, we hear only shopping, 

cooking, money, parties, travel, or gifts, it does not mean we 

are bad Christians. It simply means we have allowed the 

noise of the world to drown out the true message of the sea-

son. We must learn to quiet those distractions so that we can 

hear what God is revealing to us. 

When we hear Christmas, we should hear EmmanuelñGod 

is with us. God is revealed among us. 

The Holy Badarak gives us that opportunity. Every Badarak 

is Emmanuel. Every Sunday, we encounter Christñnot only 

among us, but within us. Christ is born anew in our hearts 

when we truly listen, receive, and respond. 

It is my prayer that this Christmas we hear something deep-

er. May we quiet the noise around us and listen for the gentle 

òcricketó chirping Emmanuel. And if we have already learned 

to hear it, may we help others listen as well. In doing so, we 

will truly glorify our Lord. 

May Christ bless and keep us, our families, and our beloved 

St. Gregory church family in His peace and loving care, now 

and always. Amen. 

Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan 
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The Blessing of Water, known in Armenian as Jurorhnek, 

commemorates the baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

River Jordan and stands at the heart of the Armenian 

Churchõs celebration of Theophany. Through this sacred 

service, the Church proclaims that Christ entered the waters 

not because He needed purification, but to sanctify all crea-

tion and to open the way for humanityõs spiritual rebirth.  

According to Armenian tradition, the first Water Blessing 

service was conducted by St. Gregory the Illuminator at the 

River Aratsani. The Armenian historian Agathangelos re-

cords that during the mass baptism of Armenians, a great 

miracle occurred: the waters of the river stopped flowing 

and turned back, a radiant light ap-

peared over the waters, and the sign of 

the Holy Cross remained visible until 

the end of the service. From its very 

beginning, the Water Blessing was un-

derstood not merely as a ritual, but as a 

manifestation of Godõs living power. 

Historical testimonies continue through 

the centuries. In the 11th century, Ar-

menian sources record that Catholicos 

Petros Getadardz celebrated the Water Blessing at the invi-

tation of the Byzantine Emperor Basil, at a river flowing 

through Trebizond. During this service, as the Catholicos 

blessed the waters with the Cross and poured Holy Oil into 

it, witnesses testified to a great light shining from his hand 

and from the oil itself. Some even report that the waters 

stopped and flowed backward, earning Catholicos Petros 

the title Getadardz, òthe one who turns the course of the 

river.ó 

Another vivid account comes from the 13th century, when 

a European monk, Canonicus Willebrandt, visited the Ar-

menian Kingdom of Cilicia. He describes in great detail 

how Armenians prepared for Theophany with days of pe-

nance and fasting, celebrated the Divine Liturgy on the eve 

of the feast, and then processed togetherñking, nobles, 

clergy, and peopleñto the riverbank the following mor-

ning. There, the Armenian Catholicos immersed a large 

cross into the river, after which the faithful sprinkled them-

selves with the blessed water and continued the celebration. 

These accounts reveal that the Water Blessing was tradi-

tionally celebrated outdoors, by rivers or seashores. Over 

time, due to practical challenges and later restrictions under 

Islamic rule within the Ottoman Empire, the service was 

moved indoors and celebrated within church sanctuaries. 

Today, the ancient outdoor practice is preserved most fully 

in Jerusalem, where the Armenian Patriarch leads clergy 

and faithful to the Jordan River itself to bless the waters on 

Theophany. 

Liturgically, the Water Blessing is associated with the Ninth 

Hour of the day, a time rich with theological meaning in 

Armenian tradition. Just as humanityõs fall is connected 

during this hour, so too is humanityõs salvation through the 

Cross and Christõs descent into the river Jordan. Following 

the Divine Liturgy, the celebrant proceeds to the water with 

the Holy Cross, the Gospel, and the 

Holy Chrism (Muron), singing the hymn 

òLight of Lightó (Looys ee Looso). The 

service includes multiple Scriptural read-

ings that emphasize water as the source 

of both physical life and spiritual re-

birth. 

Central to the ceremony are the prayers 

invoking the descent of the Holy Spirit 

upon the waters, asking that they be-

come a source of healing for souls and bodies and a means 

of renewal for the faithful. The prayer attributed to St. Basil 

of Caesarea recalls the entire history of salvationñfrom 

creation, to the fall, to Christõs coming into the world to 

restore humanity. The Baptism of Christ is proclaimed as 

the moment when He entered the waters to defeat the 

power of evil and to sanctify creation itself. The service 

concludes with the immersion of the Holy Cross into the 

water and the pouring of Holy Chrism from a dove-shaped 

vessel, symbolizing the descent of the Holy Spirit upon 

Jesus. 

At the conclusion of the service, following the final blessing 

and dismissal, the faithful approach the bema in an orderly 

manner. They venerate and kiss the Holy Cross, which the 

Godfather holds with a towel, and receive their portion of 

the blessed water, so that, as the prayer proclaims, òwe may 

be worthy of Your help and may be received, healed, blessed, and sanc-

tified by You.ó The faithful drink the blessed waterñor take 

it to members of their household who were unable to at-

tendñòfor the building-up of homes, for the healing of the sick, for 

the salvation of souls and bodies, and to be useful for fulfilling all 

needs,ó as prayed in the tradition of St. Basil of Caesarea. 

THE BLESSING OF WATER (JURORHNEK):  

A LIVING TRADITION OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH 
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òThe voice of the 
Lord is over the wa-

ters; the God of  glory 
thunders, the Lord, 
over mighty waters. 

The voice of  the Lord 
is powerful; the voice 
of  the Lord is full of  

majesty.ó  
Psalms 29:3-4 

O n Saturday evening, January 
4th, 2025, Fr. Mesrob cele-

brated the Jrakalooytzee Badarak 
(Candlelight Divine Liturgy) in our 
sanctuary, which was beautifully 
decorated with poinsettias. Before 
the Badarak, the prophetic scrip-
tures announcing the birth of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ were 
read. Following the Badarak, the 
faithful lit candles and symbolically 
took the light of Christ to their 
homes. 

On Sunday morning, the faithful 
returned to church to celebrate the 
Nativity and Theophany of Our 
Lord. After Badarak, they enjoyed 
the traditional Blessing of Water 

(Jurorhnek) service. During this 
service, Fr. Mesrob immersed 

Cross, representing Christ, into a 
basin of water, which was then 
blessed with Holy Muron. Sevak 
Hovsepyan was chosen as this 
yearõs Godfather of the Cross. The 
faithful then came up to venerate 
the Cross and receive their portion 
of the blessed water. 

At the end of services, the faithful 
enjoyed a potluck luncheon provid-
ed by parishioners. 

On Monday, January 6th, Fr. 
Mesrob participated in the Divine 
Liturgy celebrating the Nativity and 
Theophany of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ at St. Vartan Cathedral, with 
His Grace the Primate celebrating 
the Divine Liturgy and Blessing of 
the Water service.  

THE FEAST THE OF HOLY NATIVITY AND 

THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

BLESSING OF WATER SERVICE 


