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FR. MESROB HOVSEPYAN, PASTOR MORNING SERVICE:  9:45 A.M.
DIVINE LITURGY: 10:15 A.M.

AUGUST 17, 2025
FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
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TODAY'S SCRIPTURE READINGS:

Galatians 3:29-4:7
Luke 1:26-38

PC MEMBERS ON DuUTY:

Arman Bedonian
Joanne Chitjian

George Krikorian

REQUIEM SERVICE WILL NOT BE OFFERED TODAY.

Our address: 1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605, www.stgregorywp.com
Office hours: Tuesday-Friday 9a.m.-3p.m., Mondays closed.

Contactus:  Office: (914) 428-2595, saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com
Fr. Mesrob: (804) 405-9399, fr.mesrob@yahoo.com


http://www.krikor.us
mailto:saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com
mailto:fr.mesrob@yahoo.com

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
Each year on the Sunday closest to the date of August 15, the Armenian
Church celebrates the Feast of the Assumption of St. Mary, the Holy
Mother of God. This feast is the fourth of five major feasts that are com-
memorated, and is the oldest one dedicated to St. Mary.

Following the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, the Holy Virgin remains in Jeru-
salem, and lives under the care of St. John the Evangelist. For nearly 12
years, St. Mary lives by praying, fasting, and often visiting the empty
tomb of her beloved Son. During one such visit to the tomb, the Archan-
gel Gabriel appears and gives her the news of her imminent assumption
to heaven. St. Mary relays the news to her relatives and all Christians,
asking them to bury her in the valley of Gethsemane. St. Mary also asks
the Apostle John to celebrate a Divine Liturgy, so she may receive Holy
Communion one final time. After receiving Holy Communion, St. Mary
returns to her room. As the Apostles prepare to mourn her death, St.
John asks the Mother of God to leave an image of her face on a board of
wood. St. Mary takes the board, crosses herself and brings it close to her
face. Moistening the board with her tears, she asks God that by means of
the board, people would be cured from disease. As the Apostles sur-
round St. Mary, an indescribable light appears. The Son of God and the
angels of heaven appear in the room. Seeing Christ, St. Mary dies. St.
Bartholomew the Apostle was absent and did not participate in the burial
service of St. Mary. Upon his return to Jerusalem, he wishes to see St.
Mary for the last time. Per his request, the Apostles open the tomb, yet
they do not find the remains of St. Mary. According to His promise, Je-
sus Christ had delivered His mother to His heavenly kingdom. The Apos-
tles give the board of St. Mary to St. Bartholomew for consolation.
According to Moses of Khoren, St. Bartholomew brings the board to Ar-
menia. It is kept in the Province of Andzav, in a location called Darbnots.
Years later, a church is built there in honor of St. Mary, and a convent is
opened.

On the Feast of the Assumption of St. Mary, the Ceremony of the Bless-
ing of the Grapes is conducted, and the harvest for the entire year is
blessed on that day.

The Armenian Church has a deep and abiding respect towards St.
Mary. Special emphasis is placed on her being a mother, her honesty,
her unique spirit of humility, her virtuous behavior and her unselfish
dedication. For Armenian women, the Holy Virgin is the embodiment of
virtue, pious motherhood, and the protector of family sacredness.



nUNNNOrZLGL
dhpunpudwh wnttht hudupn U, Munwpugh, papnp kyknkghtkpnud
juunwupynid t hwnnnophimipjut jupg: Pninp wwuninubphg wnwyly
ophynud £ juwnnnp  nnynuyqp, pwth np  Skpp  juwnnnh  nppp
wdkwgnpuynp sdwnkphg wykh Jbp pwpdpugptg b yungkg wnwyly,
pul Ujniu nbljhubkpp’ Ppht Munnnh npp wijwikng pun wjb junuph, ph.
«Bu Ed dodwphwn nppuunniulp» (Zndh. 15.1): bull Shpnop  uhpny
Juyustkpht gunbp wijuikg b Zopp Uswl, npybugh Zugpp bunbyngd
nppuniilp wjit wunupkp qupdh wppupnipub gnpsmud, hul bundws
&nintpp hwghnbthwlwb Ypuhh ynip pupduh:
Uhwsht Npnhtt dhptwwnwlbp unphppunp plpephph dwdwbwy ghuht'
fuunnnh wpmitp, bp thpuljut Upjut Wynipp nupdpkg b bp dnptph dbe
Jtpgutyny ophikg wubny. «Uw’ t Unp nijuwnp P Upyniipy: dputing dkip
qugtghtp nt mquuytghtp dbnptph Swnwynipiniithg nt dwhhg:

TODAY'’S SCRIPTURE READINGS

The reading is from the First Epistle of Galatians 3:29-4:7
And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs ac-
cording to the promise. I mean that the heir, as long as he is a
child, is no better than a slave, though he is the owner of all the
estate; but he is under guardians and trustees until the date set by
the father. So with us; when we were children, we were slaves to
the elemental spirits of the universe. But when the time had fully
come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law,
to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might re-
ceive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So
through God you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then
an heir.

The second reading is from the Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ

according to Luke 1:26-38

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be enrolled. This was the first enrollment, when
Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be enrolled, each
to his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the
city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to
be enrolled with Mary his betrothed, who was with child. And
while they were there, the time came for her to be delivered. And
she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling
cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for
them in the inn.



Holy Communion Distribution

Guidelines
As parishioners approach to receive
Holy Communion:
e Place your right hand in the left hand and ex-
tend it to the celebrant.
e The celebrant will place the Holy Communion
in your palm.
e Consume it in front of the celebrant WITHOUT
TOUCHING THE COMMUNION with other fingers.
e PLEASE SANITIZE YOUR HAND(S) BEFORE RETURNING TO YOUR
SEAT FROM THE RIGHT OR LEFT SIDE OF THE CHANCEL.

Calling All Bakers & Helpers to prepare for our Church Picnic!
No Experience Needed!

Baking & Prep Schedule:

Wednesday, August 27 - Choeregs

Tuesday, September 2 - Nazook & Tahini Bread

Friday, September 5 - Cheese Boeregs

Thursday, September 11 - Gata & Date Cookies

Monday, September 15 - Yalanchi Prep

Tuesday, September 16 — Grape Leaves: Rolling & Baking

Wednesday, September 17 - Plate Yalanchi, Baklava Syr-
up, Noodle/Pilaf Prep

Thursday, September 18 - Hummus & Brownies

Friday, September 19 - Cream Khadayef & Mezze Platters

Saturday, September 20 - Luleh Kebab

If you're able to join us on any day (s),
please text Gladys Tachdjian at 914-325-2232.

Thank you in advance for helping make this year’s
picnic a success!

With gratitude,
On behalf of St. Gregory’s Women’s Guild
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Armenian Church of America’s
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

Led by: His Grace Bishop Mesrop Parsamyan, Primate
Assisted by: Rev. Fr. Mardiros Chevian

January 15-26, 2026

ALL INCLUSIVE

$3,198

PER PERSON NON-STOP FROM NEWARK
OR NEW YORK JFK*
A 3.5% surcharge will be added fo credit card transactions

For more information about travel and
accommodations, contact
Claudia at 800-247-0017, 338

For more information about the
itinerary & program, contact Fr. Mardiros
dean@stnersess.edu - 917-273-8239

Deadline for registration is
November 1, 2025

EO@

Educational Opportunities Tours www.EO.travel

ﬂ“héu "\L) Fellowship Coffee Hour
‘ We appreciate the generosity of the Parish Council
% members on duty for providing refreshments for fel-
lowship hour today. If you would like to sign-up for a
future date to host and sponsor refreshments for the fellowship
coffee hour on Sunday, please contact the church office (914) 428-

2595.



All-American BBQ
SUNDAY, August 17t 2025 '%/ E"
12:30 pm [ <
Women’s Guild
Annual Fundraiser »
S o o A
/ $2 5pp ($15. Children ages 5-12, Children under 5 FREE)
Ban All American BBQ Favorifes

Hamburgers, Hotdogs, Pulled Pork, Chicken, Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, Baked Beans,
Macé&Cheese, Corn-on-the-Cob, Watermelon, Apple Pie, Brownies, Lemonade, Iced Tea

“Invite your Friends & Family to join us* Everyone WELCOMET*

RSVP via cell/text: Adriane Keleshian Bonfiglio (914) 649-1072
**Please include NAME & number of adults/children in reservation**

We appreciate your Pre-Paid Advance Reservations for proper planhing before August 8" :
All-American BBQQ FAMILY FUNDRAISER /\

Reservation Name: Phone Contact: ( )
Number Attending: @ $25. per person $
Number of Children ages 5-12 years old @ $15. per child $ /
*Under 5 years old FREE* *FREE*
Optional Donation to St.Gregory Women'’s Guild $ — //
Check# __ Total: §

payable to: Women’s Guild / St. Gregory Armenian Church
1131 North Street — White Plains, NY 10605

Not able to attend, but want to support the St. Gregory Women's Guild Check #
MEMO: Denation

Os25 Oss0 CIs100 CI$150 [1$200 CIs250 C1s500 (11,000 ClOther §




YOU ARE INVITED TO
T. GREGORY'S

ANNUAL ARMENIAN

1ICniiC

Come join us for delicious traditional
Armenian food and wine.

21 i SEPTEMBER
8 12PM - 5PM

LIVE ARMENIAN MUSIC, RAFFLES, FUN ACTIVITIES FOR

CHILDREN AND SO MUCH MORE!

LIVE ARMENIAN MUSIC BY

John Berberian & Ensemble

DJ Music

reach us at 914-428-2595

g saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com

www.stgregorywp.com
Free Admission

1131 NORTH STREET, WHITE PLAINS, NY 10605

ST. GREGORY'S

ANNUAL ARMENIAN

Pichnic

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2025, NOON - 5PM
We appreciate your generous support of our beloved Annual Family Fair and Picnic.

This is a wonderful opportunity to show & share your generous spirit
with family, friends, neighbors, colleagues, and everyone in our community!

$50 $100 $250 $500 Other$___
In HONOR of;
Sponsored by: __

Contact Phone: (_.

$50 $100 $250 $500 Other$___
In MEMORY of:
Sponsored by
Contact Phone: (_.

Email:

GENERAL Sponsorship  $50  $100 $250 $500 OtherS___
Sponsored by:
Contact Phone: (. ) Email

BUSINESS Sponsorship $250 (bus. name) $350 (bus. card) $500 (small messa
$750 (large message)

BUSINESS Name;

Contact Phone: (_____) Email

THANK YOU from the 2025 Picnic Committee.

Please make checks PAYABLE to: St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church
MEMO: 2025 Picnic Sponsor
Method: Check & Online

ST. GREGORY'S

ANNUAL ARMENIAN

Pichnic

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2025, NOON - 5PM
THREE CA$H PRIZE WINNERS

Drawing on day of the Picnic
Winners will be contacted, no need to be present at drawing
GRAND Prize  $2,500
2nd Prize  $1,000
3rd Prize  $500

Note: Balance of RAFFLE ticket income goes directly to
St. Gregory Armenian Church

YOU'VE 60T TO BE IN IT, TO

N T

Donation: $50 per ticket, 3 tickets for $100
Payment must be received before 4:00pm on Sept. 21st, 2025

Questions? Need tickets? Contact:
Adriane Keleshian Bonfiglio (914) 649-1072

Please make checks PAYABLE to: St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church
EMO: 2025 RAFFLE
1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605



CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

TobAYy

AUGUST 23,
SATURDAY

SEPTEMBER 13,
SATURDAY

SEPTEMBER 21,
SUNDAY

OCTOBBER 18,
SATURDAY

OCTOBER 21,
TUESDAY

NOVEMBER 2,
SUNDAY

NOVEMBER 23,
SUNDAY

DECEMBER 6,
SATURDAY

Feast of the Assumption of St. Mary
Morning Service & Divine Liturgy.

Fr. Mesrob will celebrate the Divine Liturgy.
Blessing of Grapes service.

All-American BBQ, Women'’s Guild.

St. Bartholomew's Outreach Meal Prep
The meal preparation will take place at 10:30-
11:30am in the atrium.

NextGen of St. Gregory (Young Professionals) So-

cial Event. Details to follow.

Armenian Picnic
Details inside.

An Evening of Jazz hosted by the Cultural Com-
mittee. Details to follow.

Trip to the Bruce Museum with The Women's
Guild. Details to follow.

St. Gregor Award Banquet.
Details to follow.

Thanksgiving Brunch sponsored by the Women's
Guild. Details to follow.

The Women’s Guild Advent by Candlelight Tea.
Details to follow.

St. Bartholomew's Outreach

Volunteers needed to help with meal preparation on Saturday,
August 23rd at 10:30-11:30am in the atrium.

Please contact Ellie Krolian to sign up, 914-588-7047 or
ebkrolian@gmail.com
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