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For unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given, and authority will rest 
upon his shoulders. And He will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. (ISAIAH 9:6)  

P eace is one of the great themes of Christmas: the beautiful idea 
that flows through 
the story of 
ChristĘs Nativity, 
and warms our 
hearts at this time 
of year. It was the 
message that the 
angels announced 
over the fields out-
side of Bethlehem, 
more than two thousand years ago: 
ĚGlory to God in the highest Heaven; 
and on Earth, Peace to those on 
whom His favor restsě (Lk 2:14).  

Peace, of course, is something we all 

long for. We pray for peace among 
nationsĖfor an end to hatred and 
conflict, and to the human waste of 
war. Likewise, we pray for inner 
peace: for the tranquil spirit that will 
allow us to meet the trials of life with 
calm and grace.  

But my friends, the Peace of the Gos-
pelĖthe Peace of 
ChristĘs birthĖgoes 
even deeper than 
this. Because it 
means, first and 
foremost, being at 
peace with God. It 
means devoting 
your soul to the 
Lord, and loving 

Him with your entire heart. It means 
having trust in GodĘs plans for youĖ 
even when you cannot understand 
them. It means being obedient to 
GodĘs call: to say with complete sin-
cerity, ĚThy will be done, O Lord.ě  
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