
 

Christ is born and revealed among us 

Blessed is the revelation of Christ 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE OF BISHOP MESROP PARSAMYAN 
Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 

REJOICE WITH HEAVEN AND EARTH 

ĚHeaven was delighted! The Earth rejoiced!  
Christ God walked among mankind.ě (Sharagan of the Nativity) 

These are the words Armenian Christians sing in praise of ChristĘs birth. 
And what powerful words they are! They remind us that when our Lord 
Jesus was born, heaven and earth joined together in an explosion of joy. 
Something extraordinary happened that changed the course of history 
forever. 

Heaven touched earth on that day when Jesus came into the world. The 
angels couldnĘt contain their excitementĖthey sang to the shepherds: 
ĚGlory to God in the highest!ě The earth responded with joy as Creation 
itself welcomed its Creator in human flesh. The birth of Jesus was not 
just a moment in time; it was a divine intersection where the eternal met 
the everyday, where God came down to meet us where we are. 

The infinite, eternal God chose to be ĚGod with us.ě And thus, He showed 
us that He is not some distant deity, remote from human life. He is right 
here; right now; close at hand. God stepped into our world, became one 
of us, and made a promise: ĚI will never leave you, nor forsake you.ě 

ThatĘs the kind of love we celebrate at Christmas. 

Yet the story of Christmas isnĘt only about love and joy. ItĘs also a story 
that challenges us, as it speaks to the realities of human life. Think of 
Mary and Joseph, who were turned away at every door. Think of Jesus, 
the King of Kings, who was born in a stable. Even from the very begin-
ning, love was met with rejection, and light was met with indifference. 

But doesnĘt that sound familiar? Today, we are surrounded by so much 
busy-ness, so much distraction. If weĘre not careful, we can lose sight of 
the true light of ChristmasĖthe light of JesusĖand find ourselves in the 
shadows. 

But hereĘs the good news: Christmas is not just a reminder of what is 
wrong in the world; itĘs a promise of what God has made right. Yes, the 
world can be dark; there are moments when love is rejected. But Christ-
mas declares that darkness does not win. The light of Jesus shines 
through.  

And His light is gentle. It is not meant to frighten or overwhelm us. ItĘs 
here to draw us in, to wrap us in divine love, to remind us that we are 
never alone.  



My friends, perhaps you are feeling alone today? Perhaps youĘre walking 
through some darkness of your own? Maybe itĘs a struggle in your family, 
a challenge at work, a burden thatĘs been weighing you down. 

Do not let your heart be discouraged. Let the light of Jesus shine into 
that darkness! His light is full of hope. His love is full of promise. He 
knows your struggles, and He came into this world to show you that no 
matter what youĘre facing, He is with you. 

ĚChrist God walked among mankind.ě What an incredible thought: the 
Creator of the universe humbled Himself to walk beside us. He came as a 
baby, born in a manger, to share in our joys and sorrows, to heal our 
woundsĖand to redeem our lives. He fed the hungry, healed the sick, and 
welcomed the outcast. When Christ walked among us, He showed us the 
heart of God. 

As we celebrate this season of His birth, donĘt be afraid to rejoice with 
heaven and earth. And be sure to carry that joy into the world around 
you. Because just as Christ walked among human beings 2,000 years ago, 
He is still walking with us today. In every challenge, in every joy, God is 
present in your life. And through you, He wants to touch the lives of oth-
ers. 

So, lift your head high to sing with all of Creation. Heaven is delighted, 
and earth is rejoicing. Christ our God is with us! And that, my friends, 
changes everything. 
 

Christ is born and revealedĖblessed is His revelation.  
Krisdos dzunav yev haydnetsav. Ohrnyal eh haydnoutiunun Krisdosi.  



HOLY NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY 
(BIRTH, BAPTISM, AND REVELATION OF GOD) 

In the Armenian Church, and for the Armenian people, the most 
joyous and beloved feast is that of the Holy Nativity and The-
ophany.  It is celebrated each year with great joy and ceremony. 
The revelation of God ĕ Theophany ĕ took place at the beginning 
of the first century when for mankind and history a new era began 
ĕ the Christian Era. 
Christ was born in Bethlehem, under the most humble circum-
stances.  He lived for 33 years. From the Holy Birth to His Cruci-
fixion, His Life was extraordinarily miraculous and for mankind it 
showed a way of life, to comprehend the true God. 
Man, since the earliest of recorded time, has always had a religion. 
Man has worshipped natureĘs elements, animals, symbolic idols, 
persons of wisdom or power, and prophets.  He has built altars 
and temples of worship.  However, none of these has been fully 
satisfying to mankind. 
ChristĘs Revelation as God put an end to manĘs mental bewilder-
ment and scrutiny. God sent His Son to mankind to teach the 
truth, to enlighten the mind, so that man might live and enjoy life 
under the noblest of principles.  Thus, ChristĘs Birth became re-
cognized as a great turning point in mankindĘs life, and in history. 
Throughout the entire world, with great ceremony each year 
faithful observe the Nativity as a feast hailing the new enlighten-
ment, peace, and love of man.  During this special season we re-
flect on the mystery and significance of Christ becoming flesh, 
and remembering lifeĘs most essential principle ĕ peace and love 
among all the worldĘs people.  

 
JESUSĘ BAPTISM ĕ BLESSING OF THE WATER 

During the earliest centuries the Sacrament of Baptism, which 
was celebrated with the Nativity, was regarded to be of the high-
est level of importance. The profound significance and importance 
of the Baptism remains even today, receiving great emphasis in 
Christianity. 
In the Armenian Church, Baptism is one of the seven sacra-
ments.  It became established and consecrated by St. John, who as 
forerunner to the SaviorĘs sacred mission had preached JesusĘ 
Revelation.  For that reason he was called John the Baptist. 



In being baptized, Jesus became a living example to mankind.  It is 
in memory of that act that we conduct a special ceremony on Ja-
nuary 6th immediately after the Divine Liturgy.  In historical times 
that ceremony was conducted on the banks of rivers and streams, 
following the examples of Jesus being baptized in the River Jor-
dan.  In the course of time, because of practical difficulties, it be-
came a necessary practice to memorialize JesusĘ baptism within 
the church sanctuary, in the rite of the Blessing of Water 
(Chourorhnek). 

Holy Communion Distribution  
Guidelines 

¶ Place your right hand in the left hand and ex-
tend it to the celebrant. 
¶ The celebrant will place the Holy Communion 
in your palm. 
¶ Consume it in front of the celebrant WITHOUT 
TOUCHING THE COMMUNION with other fingers.  

¶ Sanitize your hand before returning to your seat from the right side 
of the chancel. 



GODFATHER OF THE 
CROSS 

 

For the Blessing of the Water 
Service commemorating the 
Baptism of our Lord today 
the very special privilege of 
serving as òGodfather of the 
Crossó has been extended to 

Sevak Hovsepyan . In this 
capacity, Sevak will have the responsibility of bea ring the Holy 
Cross after it has been submerged into the blessed Holy Water, 
and welcoming the faithful to kiss the cross as they receive their 
portion of blessed water at the end of the service.  


