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FEAST OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY  
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

Dearly Beloved Ones,  
I greet you in the precious name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
I like to remind people that the story 
of Christmas begins with a song: that 
marvelous song sung by the angels: 
“Glory to God in the heights of heaven. And 
on Earth peace, goodwill among all people.” 
In the sacred tradition of the Armenian 
Church, the angels’ song is not a solo. 
As our famous Christmas hymn pro-
claims: “The shepherds sing together 
with the angels, announcing Good 
News to the world!” 
It’s really quite astounding. The Good 
News of the Savior’s birth inspires 
those gritty, very worldly men to raise 
their voices in harmony with the heav-
enly chorus. Shepherds and angels sing 
as one. Heaven and Earth are united in 
a symphony. God is with us: 
"Emmanuel." 
This is the mystery of Christmas, of 
the incarnation of the Son of God. 
When we open the ears of our hearts 
to the Good News of the Savior, like 

the Shepherds, we are filled with heav-
enly joy and divine hope. And we find 
ourselves in harmony with God and 
with all Creation. 
During these holy days, my prayer for 
this world, for our precious Church, 
and for all of you is a life of harmony 
and hope; of peace and goodwill, in 
prayerful harmony with our Savior. 
May our Lord bless you and your 
loved ones at Christmas and through-
out the New Year. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan 
Primate  
 

Krisdos dzunav yev haydnetzav! 
Tzezi yev mezi medz avedis! 

Christ is born and revealed! To you 
and us, this is great good news! 
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2019  years ago the angels announced to 
the shepherds and to the world the 

good news of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. At 
the beginning of every year we announce the same 
Good News of his birth with the words of the an-
gels: “I bring you good news of great joy!” “Today 
in the town of David, a Savior has been born to you; 
He is the Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). 

The Son of God became a man so that we may re-
cognize the true Love through him. Love that is 
always spreading hope and faith. Love that has al-
ways transformed human souls. It reads in the Song 
of Solomon: “Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal 
upon your hand; for love is strong as death, jealousy is cruel as 
the grave.” (Song of Solomon 8:6) 

Dear parishioners and friends of St. Gregory, on the 
occasion of the celebration of the Holy Nativity we 
offer our prayers to the Savior of the world, to Him 
who through the preaching of his Holy Apostles and 
the establishment of the Armenian Church granted 
the graces of Divine Love to our people.  

Our Love towards Christ in 301 made the Armenian 
nation a chosen one. This Love filled the lives of 
Armenians with faith and hope. This Love became a 
love for country that preserved our nation, it be-
came a Love of family which is today our symbol of 
dedication and faithfulness.  

The Love of God is always with us but through the 
mystery of the Holy Nativity it is revealed to us 
again and again. If today in the world, in our coun-
try, in our lives not everything is smooth and not 
everything is as good as God wants it to be, this 
means that our Love and Trust towards God, to-
wards people and towards our Church is lacking. 

That means we are missing something. We are being 
reluctant with our Love towards one another. It has 
been said and our history has taught us that “In non
-unity the bigger ones are getting small and in unity 
the small ones are getting bigger.” 

We, Armenians, build and consecrate churches with 
a vision to continue our traditions/celebrations, and 
most importantly to bring us together to be united 
in our prayers with our Lord. We are stronger when 
we are together, the walls of our church are stronger 
when we are together. 

On this occasion of the good news of the Birth of 
Christ, all the Armenian Churches in Armenia and 
around the world are calling for Love of God, ask-
ing for brotherly love, because we can only be 
strong as individuals, as a nation, and as a Church 
when we rededicate our love towards God and to-
wards one another, and especially towards our 
church which is the house of our Lord which be-
longs to each and every of US.  

If we want a new beginning for the new year, if we 
want a new hope and joy in our life, we need to 
open our hearts to bring the child Christ into our 
hearts, into our world.  

We hope and pray that each of us will live his or her 
life following the words of the message of the an-
gels, always giving glory to God in the highest and 
praying for peace on earth and good will toward 
men.  

My prayer is that our Lord Jesus Christ bless and 
keep us, our families and our church family of St. 
Gregory in His love, peace and loving care now and 
always, Amen.  

Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan 

FEAST OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
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T he Feast of the Nativity and Theophany of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ was celebrated on Janu-

ary 6th and 7th. The morning service began with Ma-
tins – singing of Armenian Christmas Hymns fol-
lowed by Christmas Badarak. The Blessing of Water 
Service was held with Christopher Cehreci serving 
as the “Godfather of the Cross.” A Christmas lunch 
“Agape Meal” was held in the hall after the services. 

The Feast of the Nativity and Theophany  was 
celebrated on the next day as well. Matins singing of 

traditional hymns were followed by Holy Badarak. 
The Blessing of Water Service was held with Sunday 
School and Armenian School students Gregory 
Postian and  James Findikyan serving as “God-
fathers of the Cross.” The Divine Liturgy was 
followed by the annual Christmas Communion 
Brunch prepared by the Women’s Guild. An in-
formative video was shown about the process of 
how Holy Water is consecrated and shared through-
out the world.  

THE FEAST OF HOLY NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY OF   
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST / BLESSING OF WATER SERVICE 
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T his has been a busy and productive year for the Parish Council and our church. 

New members were welcomed and departing members were thanked for their service. We bid 
adieu to outgoing Chair, Ann Daw, with gratitude for her excellent leadership. Sadly, in March council 
member George Omartian passed away and he is missed by all. 

In May we hosted the 116th Annual Diocesan Assembly and Clergy Conference under the able direction 
of Maria Stepanian. By all measures it was a successful and gratifying event. A special thank you to all 
who worked along with Maria.  

A number of major maintenance and updating projects have begun or have been completed this year. 
The interior of the church was painted, re-carpeted and new pew cushions installed. We have been mov-
ing toward LED lighting, and repaired stairways and ceilings. Most recently the cross atop the church has 
been reinstalled, having been blown down in a storm last year in Spring. 

Our annual Picnic was the most successful to date. Good weather, great team work, music and food 
made for a memorable day. 

We had a great Gala Celebration on December 8th marking the 20th Anniversary of the consecration of 
our church building. 

As always, the Parish Council wants to hear from you, our parishioners with any thoughts or concerns 
you might have. Please feel free to reach out to any one of us! 

Ellie Krolian 
Parish Council Chair 

FROM THE DESK OF THE PARISH COUNCIL CHAIR 
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O n Sunday, January 21st, His Eminence Archbishop Khajak Barsamian, Primate of the Eastern Diocese 
of America, ordained the Altar servers of our community to the rank of Acolyte and presided over 

the banquet in honor of Der Mesrob’s 10th Anniversary of Ordination. The four young altar servers, Alek 
Kevorkian, Avedis Ohanissian, Kyle Pidedjian, and Nicholas Cehreci were ordained to the rank of Acolyte, 
also Christie Lauren Blonkvist (Leylegian) and Christina Cassetta received a special blessing from the Pri-
mate for serving and holding candles on the Altar.  

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD OF DER 
MESROB HOVSEPYAN AND  ORDINATION OF ACOLYTES 
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O n Sunday, February 25th, the 45th 
Annual Parish Assembly was held 

after Soorp Badarak. Members reviewed the 
Assembly reports and participated in a 
question and answer session. Dues-paying 
members voted for those candidates who 
were running for Parish Council.   

Two members of our Parish Council, Ann Daw and Gayane Hamparsoumian completed their six and two 
year-terms respectively, and stepped down. Noone Janjigian and Edik Eskandarian were elected to serve on 
Parish Council for the first time; Gayane Manukyan, Chris Bonfiglio, Ellie Krolian, and Fram Cehreci were 
reelected to serve for another two-year term. We extend our great appreciation to all our Parish Council 
members for committing their time and energy for our community.  

ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 

S t. Ghevont was a great and revered example of Armenian priesthood. We remember him and all the 
clergy who fought in the Battle of Avarayr in 451A.D., for their tremendous courage, faith and resolve 

in this battle.   

On Thursday, February 6th, on the occation of the Feast of St. Ghevontianz, Badarak was celebrated at St. 
Leon’s Armenian Church and Fr. Voskan Hovhannisyan was the celebrant. 

ST. GHEVONTIANTZ BADARAK AT ST. LEON'S, FAIR LAWN, NJ 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  

WHO IS A MEMBER?  All parishioners ages 18 and older are eligible to become dues-paid membership at St. 
Gregory. As a member, you will have a voice and vote on our annual Parish Assembly, and you will be able 
to run for leadership positions.   

HOW DO I BECOME A MEMBER? 
• In person: stop by the church office during the week or fill out a mem-

bership card on Sunday. The membership forms can be found at the nar-
thex of the church. 

• Mail: send in a membership form with your payment 
• Phone: call us at 914.428.2595. 

Your membership MAKES A DIFFERENCE!  

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES: 
Ages 18-25: $50.00 
Ages 26-69: $100.00 
Ages 70 and above: $50.00 
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O n Friday, March 9th, following the Lenten evening worship 
service, Professor Roberta Ervine of St. Nersess Armenian 

Seminary, presented a lecture on "His Holiness Catholicos Karekin 
Hovsepiants and the Value of Simple, Timeless Things". Prof. 
Ervine presented the life of Catholicos Karekin Hovsepiants, and 
his involvement during the civil war with Turkey in 1918. The Len-
ten dinner preceding the presentation was sponsored by the Choir.  

Lenten Friday Evening Service & Program 
Presentation by Professor Roberta Ervine  

O n Friday, March 23rd, Razmig Arzoumanian, 
co-founder of the “Armenian Wounded He-

roes Project”, gave an informative and heartfelt 
presentation. This important non-profit orga-
nization was established in 2016 to help the 
wounded soldiers fighting in Artsakh. The organi-
zation is also raising funds to provide Armenian 
soldiers with basic medical kits that can help save 
their lives during combat. Samples of the medical 
kits were shown during the presentation as well as 

clips of videos of soldiers who are currently being helped through the finan-
cial support from this important non-profit organization.  

The Lenten dinner was co-sponsored by the Armenian & Sunday School.  

Lenten Friday Evening Service & Program 
Presentation about the Armenian Wounded Heroes Project  

Lenten Friday Evening Service & Program 
Book Presentation by Dr. Siobhan Nash-Marshall  

O n Friday, February 23rd, we began the Lenten Friday Evening Programs. Fol-
lowing the Lenten evening worship service, Dr. Siobhan Nash-Marshall pre-

sented her new book: “The Sins of the Fathers: Turkish Denialism and the Armeni-
an Genocide”.  

In  the first part of The Betrayal of Philosophy trilogy - Dr. Siobhan Nash-Marshall 
connects the total disregard of fact and people, of lands and history that caused the 
Armenian Genocide to what is today informing our world and culture. Dr. Nash-
Marshall presented her book and she discussed her motives behind writing the book 
as well as the results of her research.  
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PALM SUNDAY LUNCHEON 

T his year we celebrated Easter Sunday on 
April 1st with warmer weather and joyful 

hearts. Hundreds of faithful came to St. Gregory 
to take part in the Badarak, receive Holy Commun-
ion, light candles and hear Fr. Mesrob proclaim 
the Good News of our Lord’s resurrection. It was 
beautiful to see so many young families and chil-
dren from our community present in the sanctuary 
for this special day. 

We thank all our dedicated deacons, altars servers, 
choir members and volunteers who helped Fr. 
Mesrob during the Holy Week services and were 
part of this spiritual celebration.  

FEAST OF THE RESURECTION OF OUR LORD - EASTER SUNDAY 

O n Palm Sunday, March 25th, we had a joint celebra-
tion of Palm Sunday and ACYOA Day. During the 

luncheon and program coordinated by  ACYOA Juniors 
and Seniors, there were reflections on their mission and 
involvement of the youth in the life of the church. An-
drew Kayaian acted as emcee for the afternoon. A video 
montage was presented by Emma Daw and entertainment 
was provided by Alyne Corrigan, Sofia Sagatelian Ortiz, 
Alex Loshigian and Cody Eskandarian. Sarah Krikorian 
spoke on behalf of the ACYOA Seniors and Emma Daw 

and Carly Sahagian spoke on behalf of the Juniors. The ACYOA Juniors received a check in the amount of 
$600 which represented proceeds donated to the Juniors from the Tree of Love collections. 
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O n Sunday, April 8th, the Culture Committee of St. 
Gregory organized an enjoyable afternoon featur-
ing Bass-Baritone Vartan Gabrielian and Pianist 

Vache Jambazian. The concert followed a lunch in Tutal 
Hall.  

The Culture Committee is to be commended for seeking 
out young talented musicians for the community to expe-
rience and enjoy.  

LIONEL GALSTAUN ANNUAL MEMORIAL CONCERT 

O n Sunday, April 22nd, Order of Intercessory Prayer for the Holy Mar-
tyrs was held after the Divine Liturgy. This  prayer will be said each 

year on the Sunday closest to April 24th in commemoration of the martyrs 
who perished during the Genocide and have now been proclaimed as Saints 
in the Armenian Church by our Catholicos.  

PRAYER FOR THE HOLY MARTYRS 

O n Saturday, April 28th, The Armenian School presented a musical program of piano selections and 
songs in commemoration of the Armenian Genocide and in celebration of our survivors in Armenia 

and the Diaspora.  

MUSICAL PROGRAM BY ARMENIAN SCHOOL STUDENTS 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER  
 

C hrist our God, you crown your saints with triumph and you do the will 
of all who fear you, looking after your creatures with love and kind-
ness.  

Hear us from your holy and heavenly realm by the intercession of the Holy 
Mother of God and by the prayers of all your saints, especially the holy mar-
tyrs who gave their lives during the Armenian Genocide for faith and for the 
homeland. Hear us Lord, and show us your mercy. Forgive, redeem and par-
don our sins.  

Make us worthy thankfully to glorify you with the Father and with the Holy 
Spirit. Now and always and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 
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T his year the 116th Diocesan Assem-
bly and Clergy Conference was con-

vened on April 30th through May 5th at 
the Marriott Renaissance Hotel in West 
Harrison, New York, hosted by the St. 
Gregory the Enlightener Church of White 
Plains. Our Diocesan Assembly Commit-
tee did a tremendous job in coordinating 
and organizing the Assembly of the clergy 
and the delegates.  

The Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America entered a new era of leadership on Friday, May 4, 
2018, when the 116th Diocesan Assembly elected the Very Reverend Fr. Daniel Findikyan as the new Dioce-
san Primate. Very Rev. Fr. Findikyan will serve as the 12th Primate of the Eastern Diocese, and the first in its 
120-year history to be born in the United States of America. 

He succeeds Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, who earlier had announced he would conclude his term as Pri-
mate after holding the office for 28 years and seven terms of office, making him the longest-serving Primate 
of the Eastern Diocese. 

On Tuesday, May 8, 2018, His Holiness Karekin II, the Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, 
confirmed the election of the Very Reverend Fr. Daniel Findikyan as the new Primate of the Eastern Dio-
cese of the Armenian Church of America.  

The letter from Catholicos Karekin II, dated May 8th and addressing Fr. Findikyan for the first time as Pri-
mate excerpted here: "With this letter we approve your election as Primate, and with prayers to God we ask 
that the Lord will support your zealous service, so that the lofty responsibility entrusted to you may be pro-
ductive, strengthening the national and spiritual life of the Eastern Diocese, and bringing brightness upon 
our Apostolic Holy Church." 

116TH DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY & CLERGY CONFERENCE 
APRIL 30 - MAY 5, 2018 



THE ENLIGHTENER 12       Èàôê²ôàðÆâ                                                       

 COMMUNITY EVENTS 

O n Thursday, May 3rd, the Divine Liturgy was celebrated with the participation of all of the Diocesan 
Clergy attending the Clergy Conference. The celebrant of the day was Rev. Fr. Avedis Kaladjian, pas-

tor of St. Mesrob Armenian Church of Racine, WN.    

It was an uplifting experience having the Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan playing the organ and all the clergy 
singing the hymns of the Divine Liturgy. The Men’s Club of St. Gregory sponsored the brunch following 
the service and unique gifts for all the clergy. 

BADARAK  WITH ALL THE CLERGY OF OUR DIOCESE 

O n Saturday, May 5th, Women’s Guild Central Council hosted their annual Women of Wonder or 
“WOW” Luncheon at the Renaissance Hotel. Aida Pisani & Beatrice Postian were both honored for 

their many years of dedicated service to the St. Gregory parish.  

WOMEN OF WONDER LUNCHEON  
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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. VARTAN CATHEDRAL 

“I  congratulate the 50th anniversary of this cathedral,” said Archbish-
op Khajag Barsamian in his message to worshippers who crowded 

every corner of New York’s St. Vartan Cathedral. “This is a place that 
has welcomed people from every walk of life, every background, who 
have come together here to pray, share our friendship, and learn the rich 
Christian heritage of the Armenian people.” 

The occasion for those words was Sunday morning, May 6th, as a grand 
Divine Liturgy was celebrated by Archbishop Barsamian to mark the 

golden anniversary of St. Vartan Cathedral. The monumental occasion began with three dozen priests and 
deacons from throughout the Eastern Diocese entering the cathedral in procession from the outdoor plaza. 

The clergy escorted Archbishop Barsamian in his final celebration of the badarak as Primate of Eastern Dio-
cese. Alongside him was the newly-elected Primate, the Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan, as the clergy filed 
into the cathedral to the majestic hymn, “Hrashapar.” 

An honored guest for the occasion was Archbishop Nathan Hovhannisian, from Holy Etchmiadzin repre-
senting His Holiness Karekin II, the Catholicos of All Armenians. 

T he Diocesan banquet was the culmination of the 116th Assembly 
and was thematically linked to the 50th anniversary celebration of 
St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral. 

Diocesan Council chair James 
Kalustian introduced the 
evening’s honorees, beginning 
with Mr. and Mrs. Nazar and 

Artemis Nazarian—recipients of a special award, the “St. Vartan 
Cathedral Golden Anniversary Medal,” in honor of the cathedral’s 
milestone. Nazar Nazarian is one of the last survivors of the original 
35 godfathers of the cathedral consecration in 1968. 

The 2018 “Friend of the Armenians” 
recipient—Dr. Stephen Smith of the USC Shoah Foundation—was introduced 
by Melanie Dadourian, who has been 
working with Dr. Smith on the founda-
tion’s Armenian Genocide resources. 

Receiving this year’s “Armenian 
Church Member of the Year” award 
was Toros Mangassarian of our parish. 
In introducing him, Mr. Kalustian 

called him “an Old World Armenian gentleman; a patriot and a true 
Christian; a devoted son of Armenia, and of its greatest institution: 
our church.” 

DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY BANQUET 
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O n Thursday, May 10th, the Armenian Church celebrated the Feast of the Ascension—the day marking 
the ascent of our Lord Jesus Christ to heaven, on the 40th day after his resurrection.  At the Diocesan 

parish named for the Holy Ascension, in Trumbull, CT, a dozen clergymen gathered for a spe-
cial Badarak, celebrated by Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan, and the preacher was Fr. Diran Bohajian, pastor of St. 
Leon Armenian Church of Fair Lawn, NJ.  

Fr. Untzag Nalbandian, pastor of the Holy Ascension, welcomed all gathered clergy and parishioners on the 
occasion of the 40th Anniversary of their church. Presiding over the occasion was newly-elected Primate Fr. 
Daniel Findikyan. He expressed his happiness to be among his brethren clergy on such a holy occasion, as 
one of his first acts as Diocesan Primate.  

ASCENSION DAY CELEBRATED IN  
HOLY ASCENSION CHURCH OF TRUMBULL 

ORDER OF THANKSGIVING PRAYER OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA   

O n Sunday, May 27th, "Hanrabedagan Maghtank", an Or-
der of Thanksgiving Prayer of the Republic of Armenia 

was held on the occasion of the 100th Anniversary of the Bat-
tle of Sardarabat and the formation of the First Republic 
of Armenia (1918).  

The Armenian National Council in Tiflis (Tbilisi, the capital 
of Georgia today; it was the major city of the area at the time) 
declared the independence of Armenia on the 28th of May 
1918.  

That was easier said than done, as the country was facing an 
influx of refugees from the Ottoman Empire, disease of epidemic proportions, as well as renewed war with 
its neighbors over the following months. 

The 1918 Republic of Armenia barely lasted two years. It was, however, a historic political entity – the first 
expression of Armenian sovereignty since 1375. Its efforts led to the establishment of a Soviet Armenian 
republic, which, in turn, allowed for an independent Armenia upon the collapse of the USSR seventy years 
later.  
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Y outh and clergy from across the Eastern Diocese gathered in New York City over Memorial Day week-
end (May 24th-28th) for the 72nd annual ACYOA General Assembly and Sports Weekend. 

Newly elected Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, the Very Rev. Fr. Dan-
iel Findikyan, presided over the gathering. 

Events took place in and around the Diocesan Center, to honor the 50th anni-
versary year of the St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral. The weekend was hosted by 
a Regional Host Committee, chaired by Liana Kurkjian of White Plains, NY. In 
addition Aline Givelekian coordinated registration and ad booklet and Michael 
Givelekian coordinated sports and transportation:  

ACYOA’s General Assembly was held Friday, May 25, in Haik and Alice Ka-
vookjian Auditorium. It was chaired by Daniel 
Zalinov of St. Sarkis Church of Charlotte, NC, 

and vice-chaired by Michael Demirchian of the Hye Pointe Church of Brad-
ford, MA. 

On Saturday, sports competitions for basketball and volleyball were held at 
John Jay College. That evening, the participants gathered at the Royalton 
Park Avenue in Manhattan to enjoy music, dancing, and catching up with 
old friends. 

On Sunday morning, the Very Rev. Fr. Mamigon Kiledjian, cathedral dean, 
celebrated the Divine Liturgy in St. Vartan Cathedral. Fr. Findikyan gave the sermon at the conclusion of 
the Divine Liturgy, and he formally installed the new ACYOA Central Council. 

Later on Sunday, the sports finals took place. On Sunday evening, participants gathered again in Kavookjian 
Auditorium for the sports competition awards ceremony. Following the ceremony, participants, ACYOA 
alumni, family, and friends enjoyed a night of music and dancing featuring the Yerakouyn Band. The week-
end concluded on Monday morning. 

ACYOA GATHERS AT ST. VARTAN CATHEDRAL  
FOR 2018 ASSEMBLY & SPORTS WEEKEND 
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O n Sunday, June 3th, the Armenian School celebrated the graduation of the Kindergarten and Seventh 
Grade students.  

Kindergarten Graduates: Areg Arsenyan, Raphael Tikranian, Sevak Hovsepyan, Maya Sevana Johar and No-
ah Yammine.  

Seventh Grade Graduates: Varoujan Edwards, Andrew Sarkissian, Celine Bozukluian & Norin Okan.  

Special words of appreciation were extended to Principal, Margrit Hamparsoumian, and  Assistant Principal, 
Maria Bedonian, and to all teachers for their dedication. They have worked collaboratively to educate our 
youngsters and to ensure that the Armenian language and heritage is instilled in the hearts and souls of the 
students. We congratulate all the graduates of this year and encourage them to cherish everything they have 
learned. Fr. Mesrob offered blessings upon the students and asked for the Lord’s guidance as they enter the 
next stages of their lives.  

ARMENIAN SCHOOL GRADUATION 
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O n Sunday, June 10th, the Sunday School celebrated the graduation of four 
students: Berdj Stepanian, Carly Sahagian, Ani LeFevre, Emma Daw. The 

graduates all made brief speeches about their Sunday School experience and 
thanked their parents for bringing them each Sunday. Alice Leylegian and Tom 
Daw offered recollections of the graduates as youngsters and commended them 
on how they have matured over the years. Fr. Mesrob also blessed the new grad-
uates and presented them with their own Bibles and Certificates.  Teachers, par-
ents, family and friends, all joined in the graduation celebration in Tutak Hall. 
The Women’s Guild organized the CASP Collection in honor of International 
Children's Day. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL GRADUATION 
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MEN’S CLUB GRILL NITE 

O n Thursday, June 21st, Fr. Mesrob, along with the priests from the Mid-Atlantic area, met with our 
new Primate, Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan, at St. Mary Armenian Church in Livingston, NJ. Fr. 

Daniel stressed his priority: to focus more on the spiritual wealth and teachings of the Armenian Church. All 
the clergy had an opportunity to express their thoughts and concerns regarding their parishes and our Dio-
cese. Such meetings with the Primate will continue to take place periodically for the benefit of all.  

MID-ATLANTIC CLERGY MEETING WITH THE NEW PRIMATE 

O n Thursday, June 14th, the St. Gregory Men's Club annual Grill Nite event was a huge success. There 
was a great turn out, beautiful weather, a bountiful menu and a lot of fun. The donations collected 

during the event were earmarked for the Fuller Center for Housing in Armenia.  
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E very year St. Vartan Camp and Nubar Camps open their doors to hundreds of campers who love get-
ting together with their friends, enjoying the beautiful weather of Catskill mountains, and all the activi-

ties the camps provide.  

On July 2sd-6th Fr. Mesrob joined five campers from St. Gregory who were attending Session A at St. Vartan 
camp. The week was filled with: preaching in the chapel during the morning Worship hours, teaching Reli-
gion classes, and participating in the campers activities. The participants said farewell to the camp with long-
term memories and anticipation of next summer.   

ST. VARTAN AND NUBAR CAMP PARTICIPANTS 

• 1st Session: June 29 – July 13 
• 2nd Session: July 13 – July 27 
• 3rd Session: July 27 – August 10 
 
OPEN HOUSE 
• Sunday, July 21 
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 COMMUNITY EVENTS 

WOMEN’S GUILD ALL-AMMERICAN BBQ 

O n Sunday, July 15th, the Women's Guild of St. Gregory sponsored another successful and tasteful Fam-
ily FUNdraiser All-American BBQ. Net proceeds from this event were donated to Fuller Center for 

Housing in Armenia. It benefited the seventh house build in Armenia sponsored by our parish! 

“M ER DOON” Summer Camp was held between August 20th-31st. The children from our communi-
ty enjoyed various activities during their twelve days on our church campus. We extend our appre-

ciation to Nectar Munro for coordinating the camp activities and to the volunteers:  Beatrice Postian, Alvard 
Mayilyan, and Yn. Dawn Kasparian for volunteering their time to teach the children: arts and crafts, religion 
lessons in the sanctuary, music, dance and more. Out gratitude also goes to Taleen, Tanya, and Gregory 
Postian for chaperoning and helping the instructors.    

MER DOON SUMMER CAMP 
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MER DOON SUMMER CAMP 
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 COMMUNITY EVENTS 

O n August 1st–13th Fr. Mesrob led a tour of eleven people from our extended community. They traveled 
through seven out of eleven provinces of Armenia, stayed overnight in Jermuk, and two nights in Ar-

shakh. The group made memories to last a lifetime and with a great desire to go return to the homeland one 
day.  

PILGRIMAGE TO ARMENIA 
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FAMILY FAIR & ANNUL PICNIC 

O n Sunday, September 16th, on the occasion of the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, followed 
by holding the Antasdan portion of the service outdoors, the annual family picnic once again was a 

tremendous success. The beautiful weather contributed to everyone’s enjoyment.  Entertainment was pro-
vided by the renowned John Berberian and Ensemble and as a special addition Dj. Steps. A/K/A Robbie 
Stepanian who provided additional dancing and listening music. The only part missing was our dear Onnik 
Dinkjian who was under the weather, but we were treated to an impromptu medley by none other than 
Hoosher! who happened to be among the picnickers.   

In addition to the great music and delicious Armenian food, there were also games and entertainment for 
the children and youth to enjoy. Fr. Mesrob and the Parish Council are thankful to all the volunteers who 
worked tirelessly to put together a great afternoon for all. We also are very grateful to our generous donors - 
financial and in-kind donors for making our annual family picnic a great success.  
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 COMMUNITY EVENTS 

O n Monday, September 24th, His Holiness Karekin II, the Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Ar-
menians, presided over the official opening of the Metropolitan Museum of Art's "Armenia!" exhibit. 

Armenia's Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan was an honored guest on the occasion. Among the dignitaries 
gathering with officials of the museum were Diocesan Primate V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan, former Primate 
and current Envoy of Holy Etchmiadzin to the Vatican Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, and Diocesan Leg-
ate and Ecumenical Director Archbishop Vicken Aykazian.  

In the ceremony, Catholicos Karekin II presented exhibit curator Dr. Helen Evans with the distinguished 
"St. Sahag-St. Mesrob Medal."  

On Thursday, September 20, at the preview for New York media, V. Rev. Fr. Findikyan blessed the exhibi-
tion hall. Stressing that the items on display represent high points of Christian art, he said that the exhibit is 
"inspired by the spiritual wealth of the Armenian people, including our past tragic circumstances, but also 
our highest spiritual aspirations."  

OPENING OF “ARMENIA” EXHIBIT 
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O n October 13th-14th, Art Show and Fundraiser presented by the Cultural Committee featured Art and 
Photography by parishioners: Elizabeth Derderian, Joseph Kalemkerian, Nune Karamyan & Ted An-

dreasian, Elisa Khachian and Harry Nakashian.  

ART SHOW AND FUNDRAISER 
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 COMMUNITY EVENTS 

AUTHOR’S NIGHT WITH RENOWNED ARMENIAN AUTHOR  
NANCY KRICORIAN 

O n Wednesday, October 17th, Nancy Kricorian, Nancy Kricorian, Renowned Armenian author of “All 
The Light There Was”, “Dreams of Bread And Fire”, and “Zabelle” presented her works as a contem-

porary Armenian writer. The Women's Guild provided light refreshments.  

S t. Gregory the Enlightener was proud to host an event in support of GOALS (Girls of Armenia Leader-
ship Soccer) an NGO dedicated to empowering girls in Armenia through sports. 150 enthusiastic sup-

porters were treated to a benefit concert, dinner and presentation in Tutak Hall. The event was hosted by 
Edna and Eddie Eskandarian. Cody Eskandarian, was the featured pianist who delighted the guests by play-
ing several demanding classical pieces on the piano. He received standing ovations for his virtuosity. The St. 
Gregory Dance Troupe performed two traditional Armenian dances choreographed by Christine Pahigian 
Lefevre. A short video highlighting the activities and positive impact the program has made thus far in Dili-
jan and other impoverished areas in Armenia. Also in attendance were Soccer star Andranik Eskandarian of 
Cosmos fame and his son Alecko along with Hall of Fame Coach Armand Dikranian.  

GOALS FUNDRAISER EVENT 
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O ver Columbus Day weekend, more than 200 teenagers gathered at the St. Peter Armenian Church of 
Watervliet, NY, for the ACYOA Juniors annual Fall Sports Weekend. The par-

ish hosted 217 participants from 19 parishes across the Eastern Diocese of the Ar-
menian Church of America, for a weekend of worship, sports, and fellowship. 

The Rev. Fr. Stepanos 
Doudoukjian, pastor of St. 
Peter Church, and Yn. 
Paulette Doudoukjian 
worked alongside many 
dedicated community 
members to ensure the 
success of the weekend. Events were held at the 
church and the gym of Christian Brothers Acade-
my; participants were housed with local families. 

Thirteen ACYOA Junior of St. Gregory traveled 
to Watervliet, NY to take part in the Fall Sports 
Weekend. 

ACYOA JUNIORS ASPIRE TO NEW HEIGHTS AT  
2018 SPORTS WEEKEND 
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 COMMUNITY EVENTS 

ST. GREGORY AWARD DAY 

O n Saturday, November 17th, our ACY-
OA Juniors organized a meal prep for 

the senior members of our parish who have 
given so much of their time and talents to our 
community through the years. The ACYOA 
Juniors prepared 4 turkey breasts, gravy, 
mashed potatoes, mixed vegetables, vanilla 
sugar cookies, chocolate mint cookies, corn-
bread and brownies.  

Under the watchful eye of Chris Pahigian 
Lefevre, their advisor, and several Moms, the 
juniors were in charge of the mixing, whisking, 
stirring, baking and assembling meal kits for 
12 families. They kept asking what else they could do to help when one task was complete. Through work-
ing collaboratively, laughing and caring, they shared a day of giving. They created individual cards with their 
signatures for each family, providing good wishes for the holiday season, then assembled the meals into con-
tainers and reusable bags to be delivered to each family.   

The best part was meeting these wonderful parishioners who were absolutely delighted - not only to have a 
sumptuous meal but to have a few minutes to talk to our juniors. Some even called to express their thanks 
and one parishioner who had recently lost a dear friend of 65 years, said it brought some much needed joy 
to her day.  

ACYOA JUNIORS THANKSGIVING MEAL PREP 

O n Sunday, No-
vember 4th, the 

St. Gregory parish held 
their annual St. Grego-
ry awards dinner fol-
lowing the Holy Ba-
darak in Tutak Hall. In 
breaking with tradition, 
the Parish Council de-
cided to award the 
young men who faith-
fully serve on the altar. 
The recipients were: 

Dn. Gregory Guroian, Dn. Peter Derderian, Dn. Michael Givelekian, Subdn. Paul Derderian, Subdn. Arsen 
Yelegen and Subdn. Andrew Kayaian. Members of the ACYOA Juniors attentively served the lunch which 
was prepared by the recipients of the previous year’s award winners namely, Ellie Krolian, Sylvia Kruizenga 
and Gladys Tachdjian. Gregory Sahagian served as emcee. Sylvia Kruizenga created an entertaining video 
montage which portrayed the young men as they matured through the years. Tributes were made by Rev. Fr. 
Karekin Kasparian and Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan and commemorative plaques were presented to each 
recipient. Dn. Gregory Guroian spoke on behalf of the honorees acknowledging all of the people who have 
served as mentors and who have encouraged these young men throughout their lives.  

We congratulate these six young men who serve as role models for other young people to follow. There are 
several ways in which young people can become involved in the life of their parish, and serving our Lord at 
the altar is just one. We commend the Parish Council of St. Gregory for acknowledging these young men 
and hope other parishes follow suit.  



Èàôê²ôàðÆâ                                                                                                                                                   THE ENLIGHTENER 29 

 

THE CHRISTIANS IN NEED FOUNDATION PRESENTATION  

O n Sunday, November 18th, Stephanie Havens, Executive Director of 
Christians in Need Foundation (CINF) and Avery Kaczka, Logic and 

Ethics instructor of CINF presented the newly established foundation which 
works for the benefit of young people living in Artsakh. Dr. Siobhan Nash-
Marshall, professor of Philosophy from Manhattanville College also came to 
support her former students in their efforts. 

In the summer of 2018 CINF brought education to the oldest Christian Peo-
ple in the world - to the Armenian community of Artsakh.  

CINF sends promising recent college graduates as teachers to the isolated 
country of Artsakh. There  these instructors connect young people like  them-
selves to the larger world through courses on  various subjects from English 
to Philosophy.  

CINF instructors form lasting friend-
ships, working  in and outside the classroom to ensure the personal 
growth  of each student. From this connection, our American  
teachers learn important skills as well in leadership,  communication 
and responsibility.  

The ultimate aim of the program is to provide the youth of Artsakh 
with the skills necessary to succeed  - both individually and in the 
development of their  country.   

O n Sunday, December 2nd, we welcomed Gagik Ginosyan, 
dance specialist, dance-ethnographer, founder and Artistic 

Director of the Karin Folk Song and Dance Ensemble, Honored 
Worker of Culture of RA, and Honored Figure of Culture of the 
City of Yerevan. Gagik traveled to the States from Armenia for a 
short visit in order to record a few folk dances preserved by Arme-
nians living in MA and NJ.   

He presented the historical background of Armenian folk dances, 
dances for special occasions, meanings behind the steps and move-
ments. The audience had a chance to practice one of the authentic 
dances at the end of the presentation.   

WELCOMING GAGIK GINOSYAN IN WHITE PLAINS  
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 COMMUNITY EVENTS 

O n Saturday December 8th, our parish celebrated its 20th anniversary. The evening began with a tradi-
tional “Hrashapar” welcome service for the Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan. 

We were joined by guest clergy including Very Rev. Fr. Mesrop Parsamyan, Fr. Untzag Nalbandian, Fr. 
Hakob Gevorgyan, Fr. Arakel Vardazaryan, and our own Emeritus Fr. Karekin Kasparian who, along with 
our pastor, Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan welcomed the Primate for the first time after his election. 

Following the “Hrashapar” service, the assemblage gathered in the atrium to enjoy a cocktail hour catered 
by Tastefully Yours Caterers of Briarcliff Manor. John Wolohojian served as Master of Ceremonies for the 
gala held in Tutak Hall with his inimitable style and grace. Our national Anthems were sung by mezzo so-
prano Alvard Mayilyan who, also provided a musical interlude as entertainment. A champagne toast was 
given to kick of the festivities. “CONTINUITY” was the theme of the evening and a lovely commemora-
tive booklet was prepared by the committee and formatted by Gayane Manukyan. Included in the booklet 
were sentiments from chairpersons of the various parish organizations and included highlights and memora-
ble photos.   

A moving video was lovingly prepared by Sylvia Kruizenga which elicited many fond memories of the past 
twenty years. Mr. & Mrs. Kruizenga also donated the delicious Armenian wine which was enjoyed by the 
guests. Our church’s dance troupe led by Christine Pahigian LeFevre performed two traditional dances 
clothed in customary costumes. 

CELEBRATING 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CONSECRATION OF  
ST. GREGORY THE ENLIGHTENER CHURCH 
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The highlight of the evening was an inspiring address given by Hayr Daniel Findikyan.  

Dovetailing on the theme of the evening, Fr. Findikyan commended the parish on their growth and accom-
plishments thus far, but challenged us as a parish not to rest on our laurels. He stated that it is not enough to 
simply continue on the path that was forged for us by our predecessors, but more importantly we should 
focus on forging new and innovative paths going forward.  
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 COMMUNITY EVENTS 

WOMEN’S GUILD CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

M embers of the Women's Guild of St. Gregory the Enlightener, along with friends, family and our 
Thrift Shoppe volunteers, joined together for an absolutely festive Christmas Luncheon on Wednes-

day, December 5th, 2018. The ladies were all delighted to be guests of Sylvia Kruizenga, Women’s Guild 
Chair, at the renowned Winged Foot Golf Club located in Mamaroneck, NY. It was truly an extra special 
venue to visit for an enjoyable afternoon of fellowship. 

In addition, the Women's Guild Executive Board received an annual contribution from the Thrift Shoppe 
2018 proceeds. The shoppe is staffed by volunteers led by Annette Bashian and Lillian Boyajian.  

A farewell dinner was held at Lombardo's Restaurant in advance of Alice Basmajian's re-location to sunny 
Florida. Alice was one of the original organizers, and a long time manager of the WG Thrift Shoppe. We all 
wish her well in her new home. 

All ladies of the St. Gregory Parish are welcome to join the Women's Guild. Membership dues are $20 annu-
ally. Kindly look for registration forms in the church Narthex, or contact Rita 
Kurkjian (RKurkjian@optonline.net) to renew your membership for 2019, or join today..... it's a wonderful, 
inclusive organization, with a sincere and meaningful mission. 

O n Sunday, Dec. 30th, as we were getting ready 
to welcome the New Year, Blessing of pome-

granates service was held at the end of the Divine 
Liturgy. At the end of the service, the parishioners 
took a pomegranate home as a symbol of fruitfulness, 
wisdom, and unity. 

The pomegranate is one of the most recognizable 
symbols of Armenia. The fruit is very popular among 
Armenians as it also appears in our manuscripts, ar-
chitecture, Armenian rugs, literature and more. In our 
Christian religion, the seeds of the pomegranate sym-
bolize the members of the Church of Christ, who are 
held together and are in communion with their com-
mon faith. The red color of the fruit symbolizes the 
blood of Christ which was shed for mankind. The 
crown of the pomegranate symbolizes Christ' crown 
and lordship over the entire world. For each of us, the New Year should always start with a renewed life 
in Christ, our Lord and Savior.  

BLESSING OF POMEGRANATES  
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T he St. Gregory Men's Club celebrated their annual Christmas dinner on Thursday evening, December 
13th, 2018. Twentyfive men joined in fellowship at Alex's Bar & Grill Restaurant in North White Plains 
NY.  

They enjoyed a fun night and a delicious, plentiful Italian family-style dinner. Warmly welcomed by the own-
er (Alex) and staff, this restaurant is sure to be on everyone's "return" list. 

The evening was organized by Chris Bonfiglio. As SGMC Chair, 
he also presented a review of the finances and events of 2018. Included 
in the presentation was information on donations made on behalf of 
the  St. Gregory Men's Club, to Fuller Center for Housing in Armenia, 
Our Lady of Armenia Mission, and sponsorships for the St. Gregory 
Parish Picnic and 20th Anniversary Celebration event. 

Chris also acknowledged the presence of the Parish Council, either by a 
member, or their spouse,  and as ever grateful for encouraging his par-

ticipation to join, Chris and the men paid tribute to Harry Keleshian, who contributed to re-organizing the 
club many years ago.  

MEN’S CLUB CHRISTMAS DINNER 
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 COMMUNITY EVENTS 

O n December 22, 2018 the Armenian School hosted its annual Christmas party. The students 
prepared songs and recitations in Armenian, dedicated to the New Year and the birth of 

Christ. At the end of the program the children welcomed Gaghand Baba who brought gifts for 
both the children and teachers.  

ARMENIAN SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PARTY  

ÞÜàðÐ²ôàð ²Ø²Üàð ºô êàôð´ ÌÜàôÜ¸ 
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O n December 24, 2018 following the musical prelude, then Evening Worship service com-
memorating St. Steven the Protomartyr, parishioners enjoyed the Christmas pageant present-

ed by the students of the Sunday School. At the end of the pageant the children welcomed Santa 
Claus with gifts for everyone.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND  
HAPPY NEW YEAR 



FEBRUARY 10, 2018 
Ashot Markarian 
Parents: Nikolai and Gohar Stepanyan Markarian 
 
APRIL 21, 2018 
Janine Mariam Mantis 
Parents: Daniel and Lydia Mantis 
 
MAY 19, 2018 
Tyler Kai Prisco 
Parents: Vincent and Nicole Prisco 
 
JUNE 14, 2018 
Ryan Doyle 
Parents: Thomas and Nancy Doyle 
 
JUNE 23, 2018 
Hadrian Paul Aber 
Rory Ella Aber 
Parents: Blake and Lisa Kechijian Aber 
 
JULY 28, 2018 
Peter Brutyan 
Parents: Jose and Jeanni Murillo 
 
AUGUST 25, 2018 
Oliver Sjoberg 
Parents: Kenneth and Jennifer Berberian Sjoberg 

 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2018 
Charles Kasparian Longacre 
Parents: Andrew Evans and Meline Joy Longacre 
 
SEPTEMBER 2, 2018 
Nora Armina Elmadjian 
Parent: Malvina Elmadjian 
 
SEPTEMBER 9, 2018 
Zayne Aren Hamparsumian 
Parents: Aris Penyamin and Tanya Bas Hamparsumi-
an 
 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2018 
Lucine Silva Guroian 
Parents: Gregory and Lena Guroian 
 
OCTOBER 7, 2018 
Emilia Noelle Kayserian 
Parents: Ari and Hera Kayserian 
 
NOVEMBER 18, 2018 
Avery Sloan Rooney 
Parents: Joseph Thomas Rooney and Eva Higntanian 
Rooney 

APRIL 28, 2018 

Alexandra Escalante and Christopher Gurunian 
Parents: David and Karen Sais Escalante; Harry and 
Victoria Tutak Gurunian 

 

JUNE 1, 2018 

Adrena Daw and Miguel Hernandez 
Parents: Thomas and Ann Giragosian Daw; Ruperto 
and Guevara Hernandez 

 
JUNE 30, 2018 
Ani Krikorian and Frank Oliver 
Parents: Van and Priscilla Dodakian Krikorian; Frank 
and Cheryl Reschke Oliver. 

JULY, 28, 2018 

Inga and Peter Brutyan 
Parents: Gagik and Yeghiazaryan Brutyan; Mr.&Mrs. 
Jose Murillo 

 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2018 

Abigail Cunanan and Gregory Sahagian Jr. 
Parents: Adolfo Cunanan and Denia Miguel; Gregory 
Sr. and Lori Sahagian 

 

DECEMBER 8, 2018 
Juliana Khouri and Artur Kilerciyan  
Parents: Mr.&Mrs. Issa Khouri; Mr.&Mrs. Rusen 
Kilerciyan 

WEDDINGS 

BAPTISMS AND CHRISMATIONS 



January 18 
AMALIA MKRTCHYAN 
 
January 29 
CARO CHOOKHACHIAN 
 
March 24 
GEORGE OMARTIAN 
 
April 15 
ROSE EGARIAN 
 
April 26 
AVADIS SAKALIAN 
 
June 2 
ARA SHIMSHIDIAN 

July 21 
ANITA ANAHID ESSAYAN 
 
August 18 
MARIANNA DAVIDIAN 
 
September 10 
RENEE FAKHIR 
 
October 20 
GLORIA KOUZOUJIAN 
 
October 22 
ROSE JAMGOCHIAN 
 

FUNERALS 

HIGH SCHOOL 
Anne-Sophie Baroutjian, the daughter of Lena and George Baroutjian, graduat-
ed from Washingtonville High School on June 21, 2018. Anne-Sophie is attending 
University at Albany - State University of New York. 

Talin Bedonian, the daughter of Maria and Arman Bedonian, graduated summa 
cum laude from Westlake High School in June 2018. She is attending Drexel Uni-
versity in Philadelphia majoring in mathematics. 

GRADUATES OF 2018 

Katiana Sarkissian, daughter of Nadine and Arshak Sarkissian, graduated from Greenwich High School in 
May 2018. She is attending UCONN Storrs. She plans to transfer to University of Southern California next 
semester.  

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY 
Samantha Cachoian, the daughter of proud parents Leslie & John Cachoian, graduated from Manhattan 
College on May 18, 2018 with a BS in Civil Engineering with a minor in Environmental Engineering. She 
has accepted a position with NV5 Engineering in NYC and will be embarking on her new career this sum-
mer. 

Garo Bedonian, the son of Maria and Arman Bedonian, graduated magna cum laude from The Cooper 
Union in May 2018 with a bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering. He is attending graduate school 
at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New York. 

George Krikorian, the son of Priscilla and Van Krikorian, graduated from The George Washington Uni-
versity on May 20th, with honors in Philosophy and a double major in International Affairs and Philosophy 
B.A. degree.  He also completed the Middlebury College Spanish language institute school during his under-
graduate years. George is the younger sibling of Ani, Sarah, and Lena. Joyfully, he will be attending law 
school in the fall. 

Lucine Janjigian, the daughter of Noone and Vahan Janjigian, graduated from Indiana University with a 
B.S. in Apparel Merchandising. 
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
February 10, 
Sunday 

Pilgrimage to St. Vartan Cathedral 
Our community will be traveling to St. Vartan Cathedral on the 50th Anniversary 
of the Consecration of the Cathedral.  
Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan will celebrate the Divine Liturgy. 

February 24,  
Sunday 

AANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 
All members and parishioners are invited. 

March 2,  
Saturday 

“Manti” Dinner Night – sponsored by the Armenian School.  

March 3,  
Sunday 

POON PAREKENTAN  
Blessing of the Children Service 
Welcoming the parents and their children  
baptized in our church between 2014-2018. 

March 9,  
Saturday 

AFTERNOON TEA MEET AND GREET 
Sponsored by Women's Guild—2 pm 
RSVP appreciated: please contact: Sylvia Kruizenga (203)536-1241 or 
sak25@optonline.net 

March 15,  
Friday  

Lenten Friday Evening Program 
Coptic Orthodox Church: History and Traditions  
presented by Rev. Fr. Andrew Awad 
6:30pm - Lenten Service; 7:00pm - Lenten Dinner  7:30pm - Program 

March 29,  
Friday  

Lenten Friday Evening Program 
Syriac Orthodox Church, History and Traditions 
presented by Dn. Jake Jacob 
6:30pm - Lenten Service; 7:00pm - Lenten Dinner  7:30pm - Program 

April 6,  
Saturday 

Saintly Women’s Day Commemoration 
Hosted by the Women’s Guild—11:00AM 
Service followed by Luncheon and Program 

April 7,  
Sunday 

Movie Presentation (TBD) 
In commemoration of the Armenian Genocide  
Sponsored by Cultural Committee 

April 12,  
Friday  

Lenten Friday Evening Program 
Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church:  
History and Traditions 
presented by Rev. Fr. Givargis (Abu) Koshy 
6:30pm - Lenten Service; 7:00pm - Lenten Dinner  7:30pm - Program 
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PARISH COUNCIL 

President 
 
Chair  
 
Vice Chair 
 
Treasurer 
 
Asst. Treasurer 
 
Recording Secretary 
 
Corresponding Secretary 
 
Members: 
 

Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan 
(804) 405-9399 
Eleanor Krolian 
(914) 428-7037 
Greg Sahagian 
(914) 667-1597 
Chris Bonfiglio 
(914) 741-6220 
Fram Cehreci 
(201) 917-3495 
Arman Bedonian 
(914) 747-2521 
Lauren Kayaian 
(914) 723-7159 
Gayane Manoukyan 
(347) 465-8503 
Anthony Picone 
(914) 235-1753 
Noone Janjigian 
(914) 837-1722 
Edik Eskandarian 
(914) 997-9363 

OTHER CHURCH CONTACTS 
Church Secretaries 
 
Librarian 
 
Culture Committee Chair 
 
Outreach Committee 
 
Stewardship/Membership 
 
Property Manager 
 
Facilities Rental 
 

Elise Meneshian-Hingson 
(203) 249-3339 
Aida Pisani 
(914) 793-4007 
John Wolohojian 
(212) 724-2575 
Gail Keyishian 
(845) 855-1484  
Paul Keyishian 
(845) 855-1484 
Greg Sahagian 
(914) 667-1597 
Yn. Dawn Kasparian 
(914) 632-3024 PARISH ORGANIZATIONS 

Choir Director 
 
Choir Chair 
 
Arm. School Principals 
 
 
 

Dn. Mirijohn Givelekian 
(203) 321-8642 
Anoush Givelekian 
(203) 321-8642 
Margrit Hamparsoumian 
(914) 686-0840 
Maria Bedonian 
(914) 747-2521 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Matins (Morning Service)  
Divine Liturgy 
Sunday School 

  9:45 a.m. 
10:15 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

DIOCESAN DELEGATES 

 Lisa Kouzoujian 
(203) 967-8206 
Van Krikorian 
(914) 835-5080 

Sunday School  
Superintendents 
 
 
ACYOA Jrs. Chair 
 
ACYOA Srs. Chair 
 
Hye Steppers Chair 
 
Women’s Guild Chair 
 
Thrift Shop (a division of 
Women’s Guild) 
 
Men’s Club Co-Chairs 
 

Tom Daw 
(914)528-7845 
Alice Leylegian 
(203) 461-8343 
Emma Daw 
(914) 409-8505 
Michael Givelekian 
(203) 565-9880 
 
 
Sylvia Kruizenga 
(203) 637-3638 
Annette Bashian 
(914) 381-4080 
 
Chris Bonfiglio 
(914) 741-6220 
 

Pastoral Care, home and hospital clergy visits: The pastor is always available and would like to visit home-
bound and hospitalized parishioners. If you or someone you know is ill, hospitalized, or homebound and would 
like to be visited, please call the Church Office at (914) 428-2595. Please note: when asked about your religion 
at a hospital, patients should list themselves as “Armenian Orthodox” or “Armenian” not “other”. 

Funerals: Families should make arrangements with the funeral director of their choice, who will contact the 
Church Office to arrange the funeral service. Generally, St. Gregory coordinates funerals with Ballard-Durand 
Funeral Home in White Plains, who is familiar with our church traditions. Funerals may not be performed on 
religious holidays, major feast days, Saturdays after 3:00 p.m., or Sundays. 

For Baptism, Weddings and other services: please call the Pastor as soon as possible to set up an appoint-
ment to discuss arrangements. Hokehankisd services (Requiem services) are held on the first Sunday of the 
month. Arrangements for the donation of altar flowers and altar candles should be made through the Church 
office by Wednesday. Please send all pictures, articles and correspondence to:  
saintgretorychurchwp@gmail.com 

PARISH DIRECTORY 




